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and up-to-date information about the situation of Muslims in
individual European countries. Answers to simple questions, such
as “How do (other) countries deal with Muslim burial?”, “Which
countries have Islamic schools, and how do these function?”, or
“Do other European countries make space for Islamic family law?”
are not easily found. Things are changing rapidly and published
data is quickly becoming outdated.

* October 2009 The Yearbook of Muslims in Europe will provide an up-to-date
* ISBN 978 90 04 17505 1 account of the situation of Muslims in Europe. Covering 37
* List price EUR 129.- / US$ 189.- countries of western, central and south-eastern Europe, the

* Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, 1 Yearbook will consist of three sections. The first section presents
a country-by-country summary of essential data with basic

The presence of Muslims in Europe has attracted increasing statistics with evaluations of their reliability, surveys of legal
attention over the last two, three decades. Researchers started status and arrangements, organizations, etc. providing an
devoting attention to the subject during the mid- and late 1980s.  annually updated reference source. The second section will

In the last two decades it has also attracted growing political contain analysis and research articles on issues and themes of
attention and public debate. The events of 11 September 2001 current relevance written by experts in the field. The final section

in New York and Washington DC, followed by a number of other will provide reviews of recently published books of significance.
terrorist attacks, dramatically increased the general interest

in Islam and Muslims, now often driven not only by security The Yearbook of Muslims in Europe will be an important source of
considerations, but also by social apprehension. It has become reference for government and NGO officials, journalists, policy
clear from these events that there is a serious lack of reliable makers as well as researchers.
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of Ramadan. The Imam is appointed by the WICS, his ap,

is endorsed by the Maltese state, and he has diplomatic s

enjoys substantial autonomy in the local affairs of his commn

is the official point of contact between the Muslim communil

Maltese administration. In accordance with a protocol be| POLAND 7

WICS and the government of Malta, the Islamic Centre and
enjoy diplomatic immunity. In 1997, the Mariam Albatool §
established within the Islamic Centre’s precincts.
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat is also represented in M
There are no Muslim political parties in Malta and migj
munities are not officially organised on an ethnic basis. A r
Muslims endeavour to integrate into Maltese political life.

Apart from the official mosque at Paola, Muslims use five othe
places of worship. In addition, Maltese prisons and illegal
detention centres have spaces reserved for Muslim worship, a
has been allocated for interfaith worship at the Mater Deil
The mosque at the Islamic Centre is regularly frequented by
foreign Muslims, including students.

In 2007, the Malta Environment and Planning Authority
the closure of a space used for Muslim prayer in the town
citing violations of the local planning code.

Roman Catholic religious education in state schools is comp
neither state nor private schools include Islam in their cy
Muslim students are given the option of either attending
education class or following alternative subjects. This sit
prompted local Muslims to establish the Mariam Albatool
was opened in 1997 and is situated within the precincts of t
Centre, Paola. A board of volunteer trustees administers |
which operates at kindergarten, primary and secondary le
Ministry of Education licenses (1998 and 2007). While folll

* The Imam is Sheikh Muhammad el-Sadi and he is of Palestinian ol

4. MosQUEs AND PRAYER Housks

5. CHILDREN’s EpucaTion

(from the late seventeenth century in the village—the Bohoniki cemetery
that is in use is located outside the village) and Mlynarska St., Warsaw
(used 1838-1868) (http://www.mzr.pl/pl/info.php?id=18). Special sec-

tions are reserved for Muslims in communal cemeteries in Gdansk.

8. ‘CHAPLAINCY’ IN STATE INSTITUTIONS

There are no Muslim ‘chaplaincies’. This is due to the fact that num-
bers of Muslims are small and their needs can be met on a communal
basis, rather than to any official obstacles.

9. RevLicious FEsTIvaLs

Muslim religious festivals are not public holidays. Muslims can have a
day off provided that they make up for their absence. Qurban Bayram
(1d al-Adha) is celebrated by MZR members in one of the north-east-
ern locations. It is a public event. Sometimes non-Muslims are invited
as guests. Ramadan Bayram (7d al-Filr) has generally been celebrated
more privately, though the LM started a practice of organising so-called
Wieezor ramadanowy (Ramadan evenings), an iftar for representatives of
Muslim communities and invited non-Muslims.

10. Harar Foop

An Act of 17 May 1989 (art. 2, act 9) allows for exceptions from the
approved method of animal slaughtering (i.e. permits for not stunning
animals prior to slaughter). The Council of Imams of the MZR tradi-
tionally (according to the Act of 1936) has the sole right to issue halal
certificates for food products in Poland (in agreement with the Chief
Veterinary Officer) (www.halalpoland.pl).

11. Dress Copkes

There are no regulations restricting the wearing of hijab or nigab.
Some young Muslim women (mainly converts of Polish origin) wear
hijab in public.
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Editorial board: Jergen S. Nielsen, University of Copenhagen,
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Brill’s Muslim Minorities series is designed to represent scholarly research
into the situation of Islam and Muslims in world regions characterised

by long-term European settlement: Europe from the Atlantic through

the Russian Federation, the Americas, southern Africa and Australasia.
Research on other regions where Islam is a minority religion also form part
of the series. This refereed series consists of monographs and collaborative
volumes, covering all disciplines.
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